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Generalizability: 
IeDEA as a Yard Stick



To whom can results be generalized?
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Generalizability
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The group studied

The group from whom the 
study population is drawn

The group to whom 
inferences will be made
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Participants from:  50 US states, 3 US territories, and 9 Canadian Provinces
>200 Study Sites

NA‐ACCORD
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Cohorts of the NA-ACCORD
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*  Follow‐up from baseline to earliest of date of death, max(last CD4, last VL) + 
1 year, or 12/31/2013

P2011 Data Protocol March 2013

Vital Statistics
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All HIV‐infected 
Participants
N=157,701

Total Follow‐up* 1,007,332 person‐years

Median (IQR) Follow‐up 
(in years)

5.0 (2.2, 9.9)

Deaths 32,494

Median (IQR) Age at Death (in 
years)

50.9 (43.9, 58.2)



Demographics of the NA-ACCORD

 80-90% of diagnosed HIV+ 
adults link into care within 
3-5 years

 Median survival with HIV 
without treatment is 3 years

 NA-ACCORD study population
is similar in demographics
compared to PLWH in the US
 NA-ACCORD has slightly 

less females, Blacks, 
Hispanics, and IDUs 
compared to PLWH
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HIV indicators
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HIV indicators
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 HIV indicators that are estimated over calendar 
time and by sub-groups:
 % retained in care (HIV CC)
 “churn”
 % prescribed ART (HIV CC)
 % using specific ARVs
 % with suppressed HIV RNA (HIV CC)
 mean and median HIV RNA
 mean CD4 at presentation for care
 mean CD4 at ART initiation

www.naaccord.org
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Important?
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 How important is it to show generalizability?
 Common criticism of our collaborations?

 Is it feasible to investigate generalizability?
 Need a gold standard to compare it to
 Geography measures are helpful
 Other important characteristics

 How many resources would be needed?
 Your collaboration likely has access to the 

data needed 
 Depends upon your gold standard
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Examples
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Other examples of demonstrating 
generalizability in the IeDEA regions


